
 

 

 

 

September 13, 2013 

 

Dear fellow part-time students, 

The 2013-14 Board of Directors has approved the audited financial statements for the fiscal year ending 

December 31, 2012 and had them posted on our webpage at McMaster.ca/MAPS and at 

Facebook.com/McMasterParttimeStudents.   

We are happy that this audit – long overdue – is now complete.  Its presentation and receipt will be on 

the agenda of a special general meeting that will be called in a few weeks.   

We were not happy with many of the financial decisions made by the previous board of directors (the 

entire board resigned at the last AGM). Everyone on the board now was brand new in February.   

You will note that spending in several areas was considerably higher than the year before.  In some 

cases we know why the former board spent the money (and in almost all cases we disagree with their 

decisions); in other cases, we have too little or no information on which to base an opinion.   The former 

board– as far as we can see – made very few decisions that served the interests of our members.   Well, 

those days have ended.   

In the next few weeks, we will be posting new by-laws that provide you with the opportunity to have 

greater input, improved access to participate in decision-making, and information about what is going 

on.  We are also introducing a new set of board policies that will govern how the business operations of 

the association work.  These bylaws and policies are clear, (mostly) in plain language, and will allow any 

MAPS member to hold the board accountable for its leadership and management. 

Part of these new processes will be the setting and publishing of an annual budget, that is linked directly 

to our goals over a two year planning window through an operating plan.  The operating plan will have 

measures included that will help us (and you) see how well we are progressing towards our goals.  So 

each fiscal quarter, we will be posting a report on how much we’ve spent compared to how much we 

had budgeted to spend, and what we got as a result.  

These are a few of the changes we are working on to make MAPS your student association. In the next 

few days, you will be receiving an invitation to one of two open houses we are having in September.  I 

hope you will come and introduce yourself to us, and let us know what direction you’d like your student 

association to take going forward. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Andrew Smith 
President 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/maps
http://www.facebook.com/McMasterParttimeStudents
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